Life Group Notes for Sunday 14 December
Instructions to Timothy : preach the Word and disciple others
Read 2 Timothy 4 : 1 – 8  and  Luke 9 : 62
Timothy is to keep his hand to the plough
· Preach the Word  (2 Timothy 4 : 2)
· “I do believe in preaching….nothing is better calculated to restore health and vitality to the Church or lead its members into maturity in Christ” (John Stott)
· In what way have you been impacted by preaching?
· Paul informs Timothy that his role is to correct / rebuke / encourage and warn against turning from the truth – How important is this instruction for Christians today?
· John Wesley called his preachers to “Offer Christ” – Who offered Christ to you?  Share examples of “offering Christ” to others
Paul is to keep his hand on the plough
· Paul stated “For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  (Philippians 1 : 21)  Does this testimony ring true for you?
Christians are to keep their hand on the plough
· What does this mean in practice?
· Have there been times when you have found it difficult to continue in faith and “finish the race”  (2 Timothy 4 : 7)?
· Have there been times when your “hand” has slipped from the plough?  If so, what has been the remedy?
· In this season of Advent, what does it mean for us to long for His appearance?  (2 Timothy 4 : 8)
· What is your understanding of this great event, and being prepared for it?

· Jesus is the great example of His “hand on the plough”.   Where do you see this in the gospels and in what ways does Jesus  inspire us today?
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