2 Timothy 1.8-18
2 November 2025
A Call to Suffer for the Gospel
1. To be honest, when I saw the theme of the sermon, my heart sank – just a bit!  I mean who wants to suffer?  How does this theme make you feel?
2. When was the last time you let someone know that you are a Christian who had not known that about you before? 
What were the circumstances?  How did it make you feel?  How did they respond?  If they were not believers, did you pray for them afterwards?
3. Read 1 Peter 3.15.  Have you thought about you own story enough to tell it to someone with clarity and conciseness (as well as gentleness and respect).  Think through answers to some of these questions together:
a. What were the circumstances that led you to faith in Jesus?
b. How has your faith changed your life – your lifestyle, your relationships, your attitudes?
c. What problems have you had since becoming a Christian and how do you see God at work in and through them? 
4. Have you ever visited or lived in a country where Christians are persecuted?   How did it make you feel? Did it change what you said and did?
5. Read 2 Timothy 1.11-12 again.  What do these verses say to you about why Paul was able to continue preaching the gospel despite persecution?
6. “One out of every seven Christians faces high levels of persecution for their faith.” How aware are you of persecution in countries around the world?  What can we do to stand together with our brothers and sisters in Christ? 
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