Advent Sunday – Hope

1. What is something you are currently hoping for, big or small?
Read Isaiah 42:1-4 and Hebrews 6:19-20.

2. What qualities does Isaiah 42:1-4 attribute to the Servant of the Lord, and how do they inspire hope?
(The Servant brings justice, does not falter, and is gentle with the weak.)
3. How does Hebrews 6:19 describe hope, and why is the image of an anchor significant? (Hope is secure and steady, like an anchor that holds us firm in God’s promises.)
4. What does it mean for Jesus to be our high priest in the order of Melchizedek?
Read Hebrews 10:10-12. The writer argues Jesus’ priesthood is greater because he offered a sacrifice once and for all. The logic of Hebrews 7 is that Melchizedek the priest was greater that Levi (because Abraham gave Melchizedek a tithe in Genesis 14:18-20, and Abraham was greater than Levi, his descendent), and so Jesus is equated with a priesthood more like Melchizedek. (Hebrews 7 explains that Jesus’ ministry has been greater than Levi, since his offering is once for all. Jesus is both the eternal priest and the perfect sacrifice, giving us direct access to God.)

5. How can the image of an anchor help us trust God in difficult times? (God’s promises keep us secure even in storms.)
6. What difference does it make in your daily life that Jesus has gone before you as both priest and sacrifice? 
(It gives assurance of forgiveness and confidence to approach God.)
7. Where are you tempted to place your hope besides Jesus, and how can you redirect it to Him? (Reflect on misplaced hopes and prioritize God’s eternal promises.)
8. How can you share the hope of Christ with someone in your life this Advent season? (Consider practical ways to offer encouragement or share your faith.)
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