Authentic Faith in Action

Icebreaker:
What is the nicest thing you have ever done, and did it go to plan?

Beatitudes recap:
The sermon on the Mount is a collection of teachings from Jesus.
Matthew 5:3-16 is about Kingdom Identity, emphasising that God’s Kingdom has come to the least likely people.
Matthew 5:17 – 7:12 teaches us how to do right by God and by others.
Matthew 7:13 -27 Jesus places a choice to his listeners about how we are going to live their lives.  

Bible Reading:
Matthew 7:15-23

Discussion Questions:
· Have you ever had experience of someone not being who they claim to be, or been let down by someone you have trusted?
· Jesus teaches that our character and conduct should align with God’s Kingdom, what traits should we, as followers, display in our day-to-day life?  What can make it hard for us to do this?
· Thinking about ‘fruit’, what fruit pours out of us, and where we fall short, how can we cultivate the fruit of the Spirit in our lives to demonstrate our authenticity as followers of Jesus?
· In verse 21, Jesus says, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven." What does it mean to do the will of the Father?
· How can we discern and align our lives with God's will?

Prayer and Reflection
Take a moment to reflect on areas of life that need to align more closely with God's will.  Share with one another if you feel comfortable and pray into those situations and needs.  Considering Jesus teaching, what choice are we going to make about how we are going to live their lives.  
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