Sermon Notes – Sunday 12th February
David – ‘Encountering God in worship’
Each one of us will encounter God in different ways. On a scale of 1 – 10 go around the group and each person indicate the importance of singing songs of praise and worship for positioning yourself to experience God or come into his presence (‘10’ being extremely important and ‘1’ not being very important at all).

Worship: Sing a couple of songs of worship starting with the words of encouragement from Psalm 95:1-7 or Psalm 100

Word: The words ‘praise and worship’ cover the whole of our response of love and appreciation to the Lord. They sum up our reason for living ‘to the praise of his glory’ (Ephesians 1:6,12,14)
· The word, ‘Praise’ occurs over 250 times in the book of Psalms. What is praise? Is it different to worship?
· In what ways do you praise and worship the Lord?
· When should we praise God (Psalm 34:1, Psalm 145:2, Hebrews 13:15)?
· When you reflect on the life of David (from Shepherd boy to King and military leader) what evidence is there that singing songs of worship played a significant part in his life? (Psalm 145:1-3)
· What evidence is there to suggest that human beings are created as worshippers?
· What does the account of King Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 20: 1-28) suggest about the power of worship to transform situations (also Paul and Silas - Acts 16:25-30)?
· Read Ephesians 5:15-20. What might you do differently or more intentionally as a result of what the Spirit is saying to you about sung worship?

Pray for one another, and remind each other of the words of Zephaniah 3:17 that, 

‘The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you. He will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing’
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