Sermon Notes Sunday 5th June
‘When the Spirit Comes’

Welcome: What excites you most about Pentecost?

Worship: Celebrate the work of God’s Holy Spirit by singing together ‘Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me’ or similar and pray together for a fresh experience of God’s presence in your meeting.

Word: Read Acts 2:1-21

Today we are going to think about:

· What it means to be baptised in the Holy Spirit.

· Is my experience of the Holy Spirit as a ‘pilot light’ or a ‘fully fired up boiler?’
· Have I allowed the power of the Holy Spirit to be blocked by unconfessed or habitual sin?

· Have I limited the work of the Holy Spirit through me by low expectation, settling for mediocrity in my Christian life?
1.Read Acts 1:4-14. What did they do while they were waiting? What were they waiting for? What grows within us as we wait?

2. The disciples having received the Holy Spirit from Jesus (John 20:21), were already believers (note Thomas’s confession John 20:28) but they still needed something MORE in order to be fully equipped for God’s purposes for them. Do you feel as if you too need that something MORE to equip you and empower you in your Christian life? If so in what part/aspect of your life do you need it?

3. Ask someone in the group to share their story of when they have been Baptised or Filled with God’s Holy Spirit. What was the experience like? 

4. Read Ephesians 5:18. How do we activate what Paul instructs us to do?

5. Are you living your Christian life empowered by the Holy Spirit as a ‘pilot light’ or a ‘fully fired up boiler’?  

6. Read Galatians 6:7,8 & 5:16-21. The Spirit of God is a Holy Spirit. What might be the impact on our Christian lives and God’s purposes in and through us if we habitually accommodate the ‘acts of the sinful nature?’

7. Do we have an ‘Oliver Twist’ attitude when it comes to desiring more of God’s Spirit and presence in our lives or have we settled for low expectation when it comes to being Hungry for more of God?
Witness: Pray and lay hands on one another for a fresh experience of God’s Holy Spirit. Encourage those who need to deal with ‘blockages in their lives, to do so. Pray that God will saturate his church with a Hunger and longing for more of Him.
